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OTHELLO.... The Directors . .
From its first known performance (before King 
James in 1604) to the record-shattering run of the Mar­
garet Webster productions of 1943 (with Paul Robeson 
and JosS Ferrer as Othello and Tago), this most success­
ful of all Shakespeare’s plays has had a brilliant stage 
history. The role of Desdemona was the first ever 
played by a woman on the English stage; and through 
the years those of Othello and Iago have attracted such 
a galaxy of stars as Garrick, Kemble, Kean. Irving, 
Booth, Olivier—to name but a few.
The tragic story of Desdemona and the Moor, which 
appeared in crudest outline in a. collection of tales by 
Giraldi Cinthio (Venice, 1566), was the immediate 
source of the plot. But through the humanizing artistry 
of Shakespeared the theme became universal, the psy­
chology of the passions sound, the intrigue and denoue­
ment realistic and plausible. As the play opens amid 
exciting military preparations arising from Turkish 
attacks upon the island of Malta (obviously influenced 
by Marlowe’s popular play, The Jew of Malta, which 
was reproduced in London in 1603), one is led to expect 
a orama of warfare and heroic deeds. At the beginning 
of Act II, however, a gentleman appears with the news, 
“Our wars are done,” and the play becomes a pitiful 
domestic drama (having much in common, in fact, with 
Heywood’s Woman Killed with Kindness, the first gen­
uine domestic tragedy, which also appeared in 1603). 
From this point on, the Greek unities are observed, and 
trie unfolding tragedy is considered Shakespeare’s most 
perfectly constructed play.
Othello, a professional soldier who has charmed Des­
demona with tales of adventure, well exemplifies Aris­
totle’s tragic hero—a great and good man marred by 
the tragic flaw of naivete, of immaturity, of being un­
able to penetrate beneath the surface in dealing with 
pon-military situations. “The Moor is of a free and 
open nature, that thinks men honest that but seem to 
[be so.” But there is nothing naive about “honest” 
Iago, to whom everyone in the play turns for comfort 
and advice in time of need. Descended from the Ma­
chiavellian hero (or, rather, from the contemporary idea 
of the Machiavellian villain, somewhat different from 
the original) through Barabas in the Jew of Malta, Iago 
in his soliloquies shows quite plainly the reasons for his 
villainy—wounded vanity, wounded pride, as Othello 
has achieved success publicy and privately which Iago 
thinks his own due. As to Desdemona, her guilt lies in 
disloyalty to a rigid code of ethics, in disobeying her 
father to marry the Moor. ‘ ‘ Look to her, Moor, if thou 
hast eyes to see,” says Brabantio regretfully after the 
elopement; “She has deceived her father, and may 
thee.” Emilia’s loyalty to Desdemona never wavers, is 
underlined even in death when she parodies the death 
of her mistress, singing a bit of the “Willow Song.” 
For as Iago’s diabolic intrigue works upon Othello’s 
jealousy, it brings to destruction all the chief persons 
in the drama; and: one is left with a feeling of grief at 
the futility of it all, poignantly expressed by Othello 
himself—“0 Iago, the pity of it, Iago!”
NAN COOKE CARPENTER
LEROY W. HINZE, chairman of the drama depart­
ment, has been director of the University Theatre 
since 1947. lie holds degrees from the University 
of Wisconsin and 
Cornell Univer­
sity, and he has 
done additional 
graduate work at 
the University of 
Illinois. Mr. Hinze 
was director of 
community drama 
at the University 
of Wisconsin and 
a Rockerfellow at 
Cornell before 
joining the staff 
at Montana State 
University. He has 
directed 25 pro­





terset,” “Alice in Wonderland,” “The Barber of 
Seville,” “La Boheme,” “Cavalieria Rusticana,” “I 
Pagliacci,” “Liliom,” “The Lady’s Not for Bhrn- 
ing,” and “The Taming of the Shrew.” 
LEROY W. HINZE
Director
CLEMEN M. PECK, designer and technical director 
of the University Theatre, is a native Montanan. He 





sity of Iowa, and 
has done addition­
al work at the Chi­




School of Art in 
Mexico. He did 
commercial art 
work, two years, 
for the American 
Crayon Company 
of Sandusky, Ohio, 
taught art, twelve 
years, at Great 
Falls high school, 
and was Technical 
Director, 10 years; 
at Temple Univer­
sity, Philadelphia. 
Mr. Peek was de­
signer and tech­
nical director, six
summers, for the Virginia City Players. He has de­
signed and been technical director for more than 130 
plays and musicals.
The Cast. . . .







who plays the title 
role OTHELLO, is 
a graduate assist­
ant in the MSU 
speech depart­
ment. He is well 
known on the 
Irish stage where 
he appeared for 
two years with the 
internationally fa­
mous Dublin Gate 
Theatre Company 
—starting point 
for the careers of 
Geraldine Fitzger­
ald, Orson Welles, 
James Mason, and 
other stage per­
sonalities. In 1951 
Mr. 0 ’Connor 
played at the 
Edinburgh Fes­
tival of Music and Drama with an Abbey Play­
ers touring company under the direction of Len­
nox Robinson. He has appeared on Irish radio, 
BBC-TV in London, and on the Kraft Television 
Theatre in New York. Mr. O’Connor was an un­
dergraduate and a member of Montana Masquers 
on the MSU campus in 1948 and 1949, though he 
received his B. A. degree from University College 
Dublin. He was seen here in “Life With Father,” 
“Winterset,” “Antigone,” and “Our Town.”
Bruce Cusker, an- I'
other veteran per­
former with! the 
Montana masquers 
who was on
with the Ur iver- 
sity theatre group 




lege major is edu­
cation. Mr. Cusker 
appeared previous­
ly as Grumiol 
“The Taming of 
the Shrew,” 
Mercury in “J im- 
phitryon 38,” and 
as Matt hie w
Skipps in “The 
Lady’s Not for 
Burning.’? He 
also electrician for the Othello touring company. I
is
Marjorie Edmondson, cast as DESDEMONA, is a 
senior in drama from Sidney. She previously at­
tended MacMurray College, Jacksonville, Illinois, 
Colorado Univer-
Whitney Hines, Billings, a senior in drama, has been 
in the theatre since the age of 5. She plays EMILIA in 
“Othello,” and was on the state tour with the troupe
MARJORIE EDMONDSON
sity, Boulder, 
Colo., and worked 
for radio station 
K O A, Denver. 
Miss Edmondson’s 
dramatic experi­
ence includes a 
part in “Idiot’s 
Delight” in the 
Colorado Univer­
sity theatre; Lau- 
rey in “Green 
Grow the Lilacs,” 




ishment, ’ ’ and Do- 
to in “A Phoenix 
Too Frequent,” 
both with the Uni­
versity Theatre in 
Missoula.
last year as the 
Widow in “The 
Taming of the 
Shrew.” Miss 
Hines is a veteran 
of 21 productions 








William Nye, a 
talented young 
man ’ with a B.A. 
degree from Gus- 
tavufe Adolphus, 
19531 and a M.A. 
degree from Mon­
tana] State Univer­
sity,] 1955, plays 
IAChO. His exten­
sive] experience in 
the ] theatre in­




tions from New 
York to Minne­
sota to Montana. 
Nye has worked in 
the drama depart­
ments of Hartnell 
vei 
vetfsity. 




WILLIAM NYE HAROLD HANSEN
with the University Theatre.
Tta
rsity of Minnesota, 
4s In the Univer:
Harold Hansen, a 
senior English 
major from Rex­
ford, plays ROD- 
ERIGO. He was 
on tour with the 
Masquers last year 
as Lucentio in 
“The Taming of 
the Shrew.” He 
also played Peter 
Sloan in “Light 
Up the Sky,” 
Cleante in “The 
Imaginary In­
valid,” and was 
cast in ‘ ‘ Amphi­
tryon 38,” “The 
Apollo of Beliac,” 
and ‘ ‘ Crime and 
Punishment, ’ ’ all
Gustavus Adolphus, the Uni- 
, and Montana State Uni­
I  t  i rsity Theatre he has appeared 
The Hasty Heart,” ‘‘The Lady’s Not for Burn- 
“Crime and Punishment,” and “The Cruci- 
He directed and played in “No Exit,” and 
Rainbow Snake.”
f
Richard Howell plays MONTANO and a Senator. He 
is a junior in drama, married, from Hamilton. He 
previously appeared in the University Theatre as 
Paul Unger in 
‘‘T he Country 
Qirl,” as Nicholas 
Devise in ‘ ‘ The 
Lady’s Not for 
Burning,” as Pe­
ter Petrovitch 
Looshin in ‘ ‘ Crime 
and Punishment,” 




Silver Chord, who plays a Soldier, is a junior music­
drama major from Aitkin, Minnesota. He appeared 
as the Cook in “The Taming of the Shrew” last year.
Mr. Chord has also 
appeared in the 
Nite Club Show, 
and he is an active 
member of A Cap- 
pella Choir, the 
Symphony Band, 
and Sigma Phi Ep­
silon fraternity.
SILVER CHORD
Drama as a Career at MSU
When a freshman interested in drama enrolls 
at Montana State University, he can expect to 
receive excellent training in acting, directing, 
design, and the technical phases of dramatic 
production. He may begin with a small bit part 
or with the lead; he may work on costumes, 
make-up, or lighting for the autumn produc­
tion. If he does not wish to act but has a love 
for the theatre, he can work in the technical de­
partments. Most of the students interested in 
drama double in their duties. Even the stars 
have hours assigned to sell tickets in the box 
office before the play begins its run.
The fun and work of dramatic production 
will prepare him to teach and direct in the high 
school, university, and children’s theatres. It 
will give him a background for graduate work 
in drama, teach him techniques in creative 
dramatics, and relate for him the place of the­
atre in the societies of the past and the present.
Four years are required for the degree of 
Bachelor of Arts. Courses for a drama major 
are primarily in the field of liberal arts. Every 
student in the Drama Department must direct 
a one-act play for public performance before re- 
■ eeiving his degree. The department strongly 
recommends a Master’s degree in the field 
' which would take approximately one additional 
• year to obtain.
MSU drama graduates are presently teach- 
I ing in high school theatre, in college theatre, 
I working in community theatre, radio, TV, and 
I the motion picture industry. The largest num- 
| ber of opportunities are in the field of TV and 
I high school theatre. The demand for drama 
| graduates far exceeds the supply.







by, is a sophomore 
English major 
who is making his 
first appearance 
with the Montana 
Masquers as LO- 
DOVICO. He was 
chosen best actor 
at the Little The­
atre Festival of 
1954, held in con­





his own songs and 
is active in the 
University Exten­
sion Service for 
Entertainment, Song and Dance. He is a member {of 
Sigma Nu fraternity, Bear Paw, is a sophomore dele­
gate to Central Board, yell king, and he served 'as 
president of the freshman class last year. He won 
both Talent Contests of 1955 sponsored by KGVQ- 
TV, Missoula, and KXLY-TV, Sopkane, Wash.
Beth Briggs, who plays BIANCA, is another award! 
winner from the 1954 Little Theatre Festival, for her 
performance as Popova in “The Boor.” She is al 
sophomore Liberal 
Arts student from 
Missoula, a mem­
ber of Delta Gam- 
m a Sorority, 
Tanan - of - Spur, 
and is president of 
the Congregation­
al Church Fellow­
ship. During the 
summer of 1953 
she had a scholar­
ship to the High 
School Institute in 
Drama at North­
western Univer­
sity. Miss Briggs 
has appeared in 
“Crime and Pun­
ishment,” and she 
played Julia in the
Summer Theatre production of “Claudia.”
BETH BRIGGS
"he Cast........
Robert H i g h a m, 
playing the Duke 
of Venice and 
GRATIANO, is a 
sophomore from 
Belfry majoring in 
Social Welfare at 
the University. Mr. 
Higham is corre­
sponding s e c r e- 
tary for Bear Paw, 
sophomore men’s 
service honorary, 
a member of A 
Cappela Choir, 




elty numbers and 
Serious vocal. He
ROBERT HIGHAM won the Horace
Heidt talent show 
in 1953 and again in 1955. He has appeared in six 




ogy and business 
student from Inde- 
pendence, Mis­
souri, appears as 
CASSIO. He is a 
transfer from Wil­
liam Jewell Col­
lege, Kansas City, 
where he was run­
ner-up in the State 
of Missouri ora­
tion contest, 1954, 
and winner of the 
after - dinner 
speaking contest, 
1955. Mr. Hopkins 
has directed skits 
and plays for CLIFFORD HOPKINS 
small organiza­
tions. In 1953, he appeared in the opera “Cavalieria 
Rusticana,” and he has also had roles in “On Venge­
ance Heights,” “You Can’t Take It With You,” 
“Best Foot Forward,” “The Winter’s Tale,” and 
“Anthony and Cleopatra,” plus several one act 
plays.
James Myhre, a 
senior in the 
School of Educa­
tion, from Missou­
la, plays a Soldier 
jin this production. 
He has appeared 
previously in Uni­
versity Theatre 
productions as Mr. 
Feeny in the ‘ ‘ De­
tective Story,” as 
the Soldier in 
“Crime and Pun­
ishment,” and as 

















The songs for “Othello” were composed by MONROE C. DEJARNETTE, a mu­
sic major in theory and composition from Missoula. DeJarnette, a solo clarinetist 
with the University band and orchestra, chamber band and symphonette, for 
two years, has several other compositions, including the original background 
for “Macbeth,” 1951. His Orchestral Suite was featured at the National Music 
Educators’ Conference in Bellingham, Washington, in Symposium, and his work 
for Symphonic Band was premiered at the Music School dedication concert, 
spring, 1951. At present, he is completing a string-wind quartet and is initiat­
ing work on a ballet and cantata. Recently returned from the service, he is 






Manager . . . .
Director's Assistant . . . . .
SHEILA SULLIVAN, assistant to the director, is a junior drama major from 
Butte. She'formerly attended San Francisco College for Women where she be­
longed to the Tower Players and appeared in “Playkin,” “The Boy With the 
Coat,” “She Stoops to Conquer,” and “The Sausage Maker’s Interlude.” Miss 
Sullivan is affiliated with Kappa Kappa Sorority on the University campus.
RAY HALUBKA
RAY HALUBKA, production manager for 
the touring company and stage manager, is 
past vice-president of Montana Masquers. He 
designed the sets and was production man­
ager for “Taming of the Shrew,” was pro­
duction manager and sound technician for 
“Crime and Punishment,” and was also pro­
duction manager for “Ali Baba.” Mr. Iia- 
lubka was sound technician for ‘ ‘ Amphitryon 
38” and “The Lady’s Not for Burning,” and 
was a member of the stage crew for “Cava- 
lieria Rusticana” and “I Pagliacci.”
PLENTY OF ELECTRICITY
MEANS MORE JOBS
Electricity is a factor in determining where a business or 
industry will locate. The community with a plentiful sup­
ply of power has a better chance of being designated a site 
for a new business or plant. We have a department that 
aids in developing the state by actively promoting Mon­
tana as a good place to live and work. We have plenty of 
power. Our rates are considerably lower than the na­
tional average.
THE MONTANA POWER COMPANY
Helping Build the State
Complete Printing Service..........
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